
 

Tamborine Mountain Natural History Association Bird Walk Report: 

Illinbah and Darlington Range areas 
 
Date: Saturday 23rd October 2010     Walk Leader: Susan Cantrell   
Participants: Elizabeth & Mike Russell, Julie Lake, Gail Molson.  Photographer: Gail Molson 
Number of species recorded : 70     - Bird list covers from Beechmont turnoff on Nerang Road south 
along the Coomera River valley and the ridges on the western side of the valley. 

 

A fine day at last after all the unseasonal 
rain! The five of us left Doughty Park at 
6.10 am, headed down Goat track at the 
bottom of which we turned left and then 
right into the entrance of the Historic 
Railway tunnel. Continuing straight up   
the hill on that gravel road we  wended  
our way up the Darlington Range Road.  
Alighted about a kilometre from the end 
and started our first 2 km ramble for the 
day along this lovely gravel road with 
it's views out over Coomera Valley and 
the Border Ranges. Notable birds seen 
on this road were :    Brown Goshawk, 

Varied Triller and Varied 
Sittella.  Continued on 
about 9:30am to have 
brunch at Sharp Park 
Beechmont road.  Not too 
many people - we were the 
only ones at the picnic 
tables.  Left at 10am 
to drive along the 
Coomera Valley floor  
up the Illinbah Road.    

 There was plenty of water in the creek, a very cooling sound 
for us when we stopped to walk along the hot road for about a 

kilometre.  We were accomp-
anied by many Rainbow Bee-
Eaters and Black-faced Cuckoo 
-Shrikes, including one on a 
nest in the usual lone 
casuarina, spotted by Gail.    
A huge thrill was a lovely long 

look at quite a large platypus, 
seemingly unconcerned by our 
presence or broad daylight.  



It is always special to see one of these amazing, unique animals, and the Coomera River seems to have more than it's 
fair share. Let's hope it stays this way.    It was quite hot so we didn't linger.     
                      Notables were :  Brown Falcon, Collared Sparrow-hawk and Buff-banded Rail (two) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Upper Coomera River                            Figbird                                 Wren                                    Threatening Storm  

         
           Throughout the day we saw some magnificent trees, flora and wildlife.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
          Noisy Miner                                  Dollar Bird                          Welcome Swallows                 Red-browed Finch                         



We then went straight to the top of  Tabletop for lunch at 1.00pm under a shady tree.  
The difference in temp was remarkable compared to the valley floor.    
Had a decko at the paragliding lookout after lunch (see view at top of report).   Gail 
and Julie swore that the lone Sulphur-crested cockatoo which kept flying  past was the 
same one they'd seen in the valley earlier.  Must have been the colour  of  it's eyes.....  
Lingered over lunch for an hour or so and then continued on to Saddleback Mountain.   
This is the site of the infamous development application by Craig Gore, son of Mike.    
He wanted over a thousand condominiums and an Olympic standard equestrian centre  
(as a sweetener) and the inevitable golf course.  He was knocked back because the site   
was deemed a slip area!   He has since gone broke but I have it on good authority that  
he has recently found another financial backer. We'll see…. 
 Anyway it is a gazetted road even though he has an illegal lock on the gate, so onwards and upwards we tramped.   
It was about 4pm by the time we reached the top.  I think I can safely say that we were all gobsmacked by the views, 
even if it really was a birdwalk we were meant to be on.   WOW!  360 degrees, with the ocean, all of Beechmont,  
Springbrook,   Border Ranges, O'Reilly's and the western ranges and Tamborine Mountain laid out at our feet.  
 

 

A special place visible from our Beacon and Witches Falls lookouts.   I have often checked it out from our Mountain 
and wondered who was the lucky person, who owned  "that place on the top of the cleared plateau to the south".  
And here we were standing there, finally!   It was getting on for 5.30pm by the time we left Saddleback.   
We didn't see too many birds up there. It's a bit too exposed, like a snow-grass plain. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 

Home by 6.05pm. Notable by their absence were 
many bush birds and the many raptors which I 
usually see - and no Azure Kingfisher.  
I can only put this down to the recent rain 
dispersing everything and the warmth of the 
day.     The heat precludes walking too far -  
and walking is how one sees birds, of course.   
However we did see and hear large numbers 
of old friends which seemed to become scarcer 
during the drought of the last ten years, namely-  

              Brown Cuckoo-dove                        Pheasant Coucal, Rainbow Bee-eaters, Black-face                    Bee-eater 
                                                                             Cuckoo-shrikes, Double-barred Finches.                        
  
 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Welcome home Rainbow … 

 

 
Birdlist. 
  
Australian Wood Duck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Australian Grebe 
Little Black Cormorant 
Cattle Egret 
White-faced Heron 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Brown Falcon 
Brown Goshawk 
Buff-banded Rail 
Masked Lapwing 
Crested Pigeon  
Brown Cuckoo-dove 
Bar-shouldered dove 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 
Little Lorikeet 
Autralian King Parrot 
Crimson Rosella 
Pale-headed Rosella 
Brush Cuckoo -H 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo - H 
Common Koel - H 

Pheasant Coucal 
Sacred Kingfisher - H 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Dollarbird 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Red-backed Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote - H 
Striated Pardalote 
White-browed Scrubwren 
White-throated Gerygone 
Striated Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 
Little wattlebird 
Noisy Friarbird 
Blue-faced Honey 
Noisy Miner 
Lewin's Honeyeater 
Yellow-face Honeyeater 
Brown Honeyeater 
White-throated Honeyeater 
Scarlet Honeyeater - H 
Eastern Whipbird 
Varied Sitella 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Restless Flycatcher 
Grey Fantail 
Willy Wagtail 
Spangled Drongo 
Magpie-lark 
Black-face Cuckoo-shrike 
Cicadabird 
Olive-backed Oriole - H 
Figbird 
Grey Butcherbird 
Pied Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Torresian Crow 
Satin Bowerbird 
Double-barred Finch 
Red-browed Finch 
Welcome Swallow 
Tree Martin 
Silvereye 
Common Minah 

       

       


